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THE ANSWER TO THE H-BOMB 
-COMPLETE 


Easter Conferences 


German rearmament 


GTRONG pleas from the leadership did not 

deter a majority of more than two to one 
at the Co-operative Party conference from 
voting against German rearmament. After two 
hours debate the issue was carried by a vote 
of 5,092,000 against 2,410,000. The Co-opera- 
tive Party has nine-and-a-half-million members 
affiliated through Co-operative Societies. It 
has 18 Members of Parliament. It will now 
be obligatory for Co-op. MPs to argue against 
official Labour Party policy in the Parliament- 
ary Labour Party. The Co-op Party is 
affiliated to the Labour Party. This action will 
indicate the support of the Party for Mr. 
Aneurin Bevan’s action in opposing German 
rearmament. 

When it came to a motion urging the 
abolition of hydrogen and atomic bombs and 
the limiting of other arms, the delegates were 
unanimous in their support. 


N. Ireland Labour too 


MP\HE Northern Ireland Labour Party at its 
= conference this week passed by 17,700 
votes to 2,400 a resolution urging the British 
Labour Party to resist the rearmament of 
Germany. 


848 out of 850 


ON Tuesday of this week 848 delegates out 
of 850 at the conference of the Union 
of Shop, Distributive and Allied Workers, 
voted against a German contribution to the 
European Defence Community. They had 
debated a resolution moved by the executive 
of the union opposing German rearmament. 
The conference also applauded the stand taken 
by the Labour Party on the Hydrogen bomb 
and called for three-power talks to discuss 
world disarmament. 


..- and 197 out of 200 


AT the conference of the Association of 

Engineering and Shipbuilding Draughts- 
men only three out of 200 delegates supported 
German rearmament. Mr. George Doughty, 
general secretary of this 50,000-strong union 
said: ‘“ All Europe fears the growth of Ger- 
man militarism. It is based on the same econ- 
omic and political fears which existed in 
1930.” A call was also made on the Govern- 
ment to initiate moves to ban the H-bomb. 
The proposal for a Pacific military alliance 
was denounced as likely to extend the Indo- 
Chinese war. 


World Plan for peace 


“TINHE preatest task confronting the world 
~ today,” states the report on International 
Affairs adopted by the Common Wealth Party, 
“if the peoples would realise it, is not the 
struggle to rule the world, but the struggle 
to make it a worthy environment in which 
mankind can attain its full development.” 

The Party advocates a threefold World Plan 
to increase food production and improve 
standards of health and education. ‘‘ The most 
controversial implication of all,” goes on the 
report, “is for the Western world to grasp: 
that its day of domination must end, that 
neither by natural right nor by plain logic 
is it justified in assuming that it is entitled 
to a higher standard of life than the rest of 
humanity.” 

In moving the adoption of the report 
speakers stressed that the H-bomb had made it 
more necessary than ever to work out con- 
structive alternatives to power politics and to 
put them before the people. 
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CHINA 


Twilight of a colony 
By Edith Adlam 


HE most horrible struggle is going on 

at Dien Bien Phu. Col. de Castries 

reports: “Our barbed wire has disap- 
peared under heaps of their dead.” 


Suicide squads with grenades tied to their 
bodies throw themselves on to the defences 
and remain hanging on the wire. The be- 
sieged, in their cight square kilometres of 
entrenchments, now that the air strip is no 
longer serviceable, can scarcely hope to have 
their wounded flown out, and fight on with the 
courage of despair. Must these young lives be 
scarificed? Is a cease-fire impossible? 


American official voices are persuading the 
people that the new Vietminh offensive in 
Indo-China is Communist aggression, and that, 
if proved, atom and hydrogen bombs should 
be dropped on China and Russia. If the 
“China lobby” succeed this time, as they did 
for the Korean intervention, the prospects for 
the world are gloomy indeed. 


Torment of Asia 


Is the struggle in Indo-China mainly a 
Nationalist movement? 


Pandit Nehru in his speech to the Lucknow 
Conference reported in “ Asian Nationalism 
and the West,” edited by Wm. L. Holland, 
said, “ You will have to look deeper to under- 
stand this torment in the mind and spirit of 
Asia” ... “Nationalism is a war cry and 
still warms the hearts of almost every Asian 
. .. No argument in any country of Asia is 
going to have weight if it goes counter to the 
nationalist spirit of the country, Communism 
or no Communism.” 


Phillippe Devillers writes in the same book, 
“Ho Chi Minh had become the symbol of 
the struggle for independence.” Had he not 
with other Asians been struggling for freedom 
since 1919 when he appeared in Versailles, 
another Viet Nam leader would have arisen 
after India won her independence. For this 
fever of nationalism and _anti-colonialism 
burns throughout Asia. 


Change in character 


Soon after VJ day certain French elements, 
tempted by the chaotic condtions, sought to 
regain their privileged status in Tongking. 
Resistance to Japanese occupation-and then 
to marauding Chinese nationalist troops 
changed the character of the peasants. Fire- 
arms were easily acquired. The people could 
no longer be dominated and exploited. 


It was in these months that Ho Chi Minh’s 
Provisional Government tackled three serious 
domestic problems. Tongking was threatened 
with famine. Ho initiated a campaign for 
cultivating waste land and thus saved the lives 
of as many as two million people. Widespread 
illiteracy (2% of the children received ele- 
mentary cducation under the French regime) 
was tackled, instruction in reading and writing 
became compulsory. Ho broadened the 
political base of his government and even 
included Bao Dai who had collaborated with 
the Japanese. 


French recognition 


France recognised his regime, the Demo- 
cratic Republic of Vietnam, in March, 1946. 
But Admiral d’Argenlieu in Saigon clung to 
the old colonialism. Those who thought in 


terms of a military victory over Ho's forces 
, won the day. ; 
Bitter hatred for the French has grown with 
the magnitude of their military, naval and 
| aerial operations. The large scale bombing 
of dams controlling the irrigation of a huge 
rice-growing area, the widespread destruction 
of villages said to aid the “rebels,” the very 
frequent use of napalm in bombing operations 
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fbagee lninaiotap, a bene 
African Quaker 


reprieved 


A!FAYO AGUFANA has been reprieved. 
Andrea Agufana, his father has received 
a letter from the District Commissioner of 
North Nyanza to say that imprisonment has 
been substituted for the death penalty. 


Peace News has not yet learned what is to 
be the term of imprisonment. This reprieve 
has followed strenuous efforts that have pro- 
duced appeals for clemency from _ influential 
people in many parts of the world. 


Alfayo Agufana is 1 member of the Society 
of Friends. 


“TI do not wish to 


kill again’ —-C.O, 


of if detest killing as I have killed. I do not 

wish, to-be made to do it again” said 
David Larder 20-year-old ex-2nd lieutenant at 
a London CO tribunal recently. 


He was dismissed from the Army last 
September after having disobeyed orders to 
carry out atrocities against Africans in Kenya. 
Since then he had registered as a conscientious 
objector. 


He was not in the position of a lad of 18 
being called up for two years service he told 
the tribunal. He had already done 14 months 
and his objection arose from his personal 
experience of colonial warfare. 


“I¢ seemed to me that the Africans had 
everything in common with the ordinary 
people in England and were struggling for 
the same things that British people had 
themselves struggled for in the past.” 


It was after an incident in which he had 
shot a young African that he disobeyed orders. 


“I had machine-gunned men and women 
before,” he said, “ but this was so close that 
his brains landed on my chest.” 


Referring to the revelations which he 
made on his retum from Kenya he said : 


“ All my allegations have been proved to 
be true, and action has been taken by the 
War and Colonial Offices to stop one of the 
inhuman practices I witnessed—the cutting 
off of Africans’ hands. 


“TI love England so much that I do not 
wish to see her name dragged in the mud as 
a result of the things I saw taking place in 
Kenya.” 

He was given exemption from further 
military service on condition that he takes 
up land, forestry or hospital work. 


RMAMENT 


United pacifist appeal to 
British Government 


JF the British Government wants to give a moral lead to the 

world on the issue of the H-bomb then it must have nothing 
to do with policies which use the bomb either as a threat or a 
weapon and it must take steps to disarm unilaterally if necessary. 


That is the plea of a statement issued by the Joint Standing 
Committee of Pacifist Organisations which comprises the Peace 
Pledge Union, the Fellowship of Reconciliaion, the Society of 
Friends Peace Committee and the Movement for a Pacifist 


The statement urges consideration of 
the following points: 


1. The weapons through which nations have 
sought security have now become instru- 
ments whose use involves world-wide 
destruction. The H-bomb when coupled 
with the policy of massive retaliation 
involves the immediate use of maximum 
violence, irrespective of the nature and 
cause of the conflict. To acquiesce in the 
H-bomb means not national security but 
suicide. 


2. There is little, if any, evidence for the 
claim that H-bombs will act as a deter- 
rent to war. Unless they are merely a 
new form of bluff, which represents a 
dangerous gamble with death, their exist- 
ence implies the readiness to use them. 
They are therefore a threat to peace, 
because they provoke alarm, fear and sus- 
picion, and so heighten international 
tension. 


War itself the evil 


It mankind is to be freed from the 
threat of suicide, and if the fears of East 
and West are to be resolved, it is necessary 
to face the conclusion that it is war itself 
which is the evil which mankind must 
now renounce. The banning of the H- 
bomb must be part of immediate world 
disarmament. 


a 


4. It is illogical to insist on the necessity of 
preserving the free world and yet to deny 
fundamental human rights by acquies- 
cence in methods which violate them, 
since they disregard alike the sanctity of 
human life and any moral or creative 
purpose in the world. 


a 


. Mankind must not be concerned merely 
to evade the consequences of actions 
which are in themselves wrong. There is 
a fundamental moral issue involved which 
requires an act of repentance and repara- 
tion. We believe that repentance must be 
expressed in a readiness to abandon 
violence in our relationships and to dis- 
arm, the example being set if necessary 
by the unilateral decision of one govern- 
ment: reparation involves the dedication 
of all resources to a plan to provide a 
reasonable standard of life for all men 
everywhere. 


No cause for panic 


The occasion is not one for panic, but for 
moral leadership, and we would therefore urge 
H. M. Government: 


(a) to dissociate itself unequivocably from 

any policy which involves the use of 

H-bombs as a threat, deterrent or actual 

weapon, even if it cannot persuade the 

American Government to adopt such a 

decision ; 

(6) to. seek through the Disarmament 
Commission and otherwise to secure the 
banning of atomic weapons as the first 
step towards world disarmament, and to 
be ready, if necessary, to disarm uni- 
laterally as an act of repentance and 
an example to others ; 


(c) to help establish a world development 
authority with resources adequate to 
undertaking an all-out war on want; 


(d) to recognise that basic human rights 
are involved in the present issue, to seek 
to conserve and extend those rights 
everywhere and to rely for security not 
on the destructive weapons of war, but 
on the moral power and the new spirit 
to which a fundamental change of mind 
and heart would lead. 


C 


f=" PEACE NEWS "5 


3 BLACKSTOCK ROAD, LONDON, N.4 
Tel: STAmford Hill 2262 (three lines) 
OOO00000005 April 23, 1954 ODOOC) 


FROM GREAT POWER TO 
GREAT NATION 


ASan organised body of thought pacifism began in Great 

Britain. Although their total number has been small 
Britain has had a greater proportion of pacifists than any 
other country. The pacifist conception took shape in this 
country while Britain was still what is called a Great 
Power. 


, 


In its political aspect British pacifism was inclined to 
emphasise this fact. The pacifist held—with what justice we can 
perceive today— that it was necessary to bring about a radically 
different approach to the settlement of international problems 
from that based upon military might and power. The British 
pacifist, in advocating unilateral disarmament for Britain was able 
(o argue that such an act on the part of one of the world’s 
greatest powers would provide such an example of courage, and 
faith in innate human decency, that it could change the whole 
climate of opinion in the world and make future war impossible. 


This approach to the subject cannot, of course, obtain today 
as Britain is no longer 1 Great Power, in the military sense of the 


term. 
* * 


That Britain had ceased to be a Great Power has been 
evident since World War II. In the postwar world it was clear 
that Britain could only retain the trappings of “ greatness” at 
the cost of the surrender of its real independence, and that the 
longer it maintained the effort to appear great the deeper would 
its actual subservience become. 


An indication of the measure of that subservience was given 
by the British Prime Minister’s recent concern not (o press for 
a discussion by the powers on the H-bomb in case he should 
meet with a rebuff—not, be it noted, from the USSR, but from 
the USA. 


It is a fact to be remarked—but which is nevertheless in the 
nature of things—that an outstanding supporter of the British 
imperialism of the past such as Sir Winston Churchill can live 
more comfortably in subservience to the USA than can those who 
have a distaste for imperialism. Those who think in terms of 
dominance, when they are no longer in a position to dictate, are 
much more ready to accept a position in which they must submit 
to dictation than ure those to whom the whole conception of 
imperialist domination is morally unacceptable. 


That change in the power relationship of Britain to the rest 
of the world, inevitable because of the tremendous shift of 
industrial power during the present century, has been enormously 
emphasised by the development of the hydrogen bomb. With 
this destructive instrument in the hands of Russia and America, 
not only Britain’s power but its very existence is completely at the 
mercy of these two industrial giants. 


In the face of such a change, although the force of the 
pacifist case is stronger today than ever, it is evident that the 
British pacifist can no longer hold the view that unilateral dis- 
armament by Britain could have the same effect on world 
opinion as it could have had when Britain was veritably a 


Great Power. 
* * 


While the case of the pacifist remains the same, therefore, in 
its essentials, his hopes as to the way its application would work 
out have changed; hence the emphasis on the “Third Camp” 
conception. Its day as a Great Power having departed, Britain has 
today greater possibilities than ever of standing out as a great 
nation. 


The great nation policy for Britain would consist in a refusal 
to be 2 satellite of any power, a rejection of the idea that it 
can retain satellites itself, the delivering of genuine freedom to 
the peoples it has hitherto controlled, the devotion of the 
resources it is now wasting on armaments to the assistance of 
these peoples in their development, and the joining with other 
peoples who are ready to be associated with such objectives in 
the grouping which we call the Third Camp. 


Outstanding among those who would be likely to be asso- 
ciated with such a camp are the people and the Government of 
India; but it is also apparent that such a policy would bring 
support from a big section of American opinion. It might con- 
ceivably produce a complete reorientation in American politics 
and it would not be without its influence on the people of 
Russia. 


It is a great possibility and could mean for Britain a great 
historical role. We have to ascertain whether the British people 
are great enough for such a role ; and this is the primary respon- 
sibility of British pacifists today. 


The H-bomb petition 
campaign 
THE petition campaign sponsored by 
the group of Labour MPs and Mr. 
Arthur Carr has unfortunately proved 
an ill-fated enterprise. Somewhat ex- 
cessively impressed by Mr. Attlee’s 
speech in the Commons debate it would 
seem that this group had hoped to mar- 
shall a great volume of support behind 
the Labour leader which would con- 
solidate the national sentiment for peace 
and prevent this country from being 
dragged into war as a consequence of 
American policy. 


Rather overwhelmed by their sense 
of the unity in the House on this sub- 
ject, and particularly by their sense of 
a new unity in the Party, the sponsors 
allowed themselves to get into a posi- 
tion in which they have left an im- 
pression that they acted with consider- 
able disingenuousness. 


They called a big group of people 
together, many of them representing 
organisations, and created an impression 
that these could have some influence 
on the form the petition would take. It 
was not until the end of the second 
of these meetings that it became clear 
that the form of the petition had been 
fixed and that, whatever those present 
thought about the matter, it would take 
the precise form of the Labour Party 
motion. 


Other events 


So that there should be no doubt 
about the direction of the campaign it 
was proposed that a quotation from Mr. 
Attlee should head the notepaper. 


As it happened, while those who had 
been deluded into thinking there was 
to have been genuine consultation on 
the form of the petition were being 
disabused, other events were developing 
that were to destroy the assumptions 
upon which the  petition’s sponsors 
were working; it was on this same 
evening that Mr. Bevan announced his 
resignation from the Executive of the 
Parliamentary Labour Party and the 
Shadow Cabinet. The idea that the 
petition campaign can now serve as a 
consolidating factor in the Labour 
Movement is thus destroyed. 


We are particularly sorry for Mr. 
Arthur Carr. The initiative he took 
might have proved very valuable; and 
he had put in a great amount of very 
efficient work to get the campaign 
launched. We obviously need a move- 
ment which will make articulate the 
moral horror that is felt at the things 
those responsible for the development of 
atomic warfare are ready to contemplate, 
and Mr. Carr's effort deserved a better 
outcome. 


We should like to see a new initiative 
which would bring together all organisa- 
tions concerned to launch a campaign 
that would be completely above con- 
siderations of Party. The gravity of the 
situation calls for this. 


Colonial freedom 


WVE hope that a certain ambiguity 

* in the Movement for Colonial 
Freedom's policy statement will not 
bring confusion into the activities of 
that body. In the carly part of the 
statement it is declared that: 


“Our immediate object must be to 
create a psychological revolution 
throughout the colonies; to establish 
conditions which will remove antagon- 
ism, create goodwill and release the 
energies of the people into channels 
of social reconstruction ” ; 
and subsequently: 


“ The first need is a forthright declara- 
tion by the British Government that it 
recognises the right of every people to 
democratic self-government and _ self- 
determination, and that it proposes to 
reach agreement with the genuine rep- 
resentatives of the people in each 
country on the dates for the inaugura- 
tion of full independence through 


BEHIND 
THE 
NEWS 


AND NOW A RUSSIAN 
SAYS IT 


On receiving an honorary degree at 
Debrecen (Hungary) last January, Met- 
ropolitan Nicholas of Kritiz and Kol- 
omna, Deputy of the Patriarch of 
Moscow, delivered a lecture on “ Ques- 
tions of War and Peace from the 
Christian Point of View.” Speaking of 
proposals for an ‘armed defence of 
Christianity,” the Metropolitan de- 
nounced that conception as absurd and 
declared that “it is by the accomplish- 
ment of our duties towards our neigh- 
bour, be he near at hand or far off, 
that we may come to the aid of human- 
ity.” It is not our attachment to any 
earthly system, but our loyalty to Christ 
and His Word that should determine 
and guide our action in the service of 
this great cause of peace. 


The Metropolitan could hardly have 
been hinting at pacifism yet his renun- 
ciation of armed defence seems to show 
that Russian Christians have something 
in common with us in the conviction 
that the most precious things and the 
only values worth defending cannot be 
defended by war. The speech went on 
to plead for the abolition of hydrogen, 
atomic and bacteriological weapons. 
“Tf all Christian Churches could agree 
on this the moral authority of Christ- 
ianity could banish the use of weapons 
of mass destruction and could move the 
governments to come to an agreement on 
this issue, and to effect a universal, sim- 
ultaneous and controlled disarmament.” 


--Reconciliation, April, 1954. 
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democratically elected Constituent 


Assemblies.” 


There is however towards the end of 
the statement a section called ‘‘ Immedi- 
ate issues,” setting out a miscellaneous 
group of things that should be sought 
“immediately.” This list, after being 
amended by the meeting includes the 
replacement of the Kenya constitution 
by one giving Africans the immediate 
right to elect their own representatives. 
and setting an carly date for the intro- 
duction of a common voters’ roll. 


We are troubled by the excessive use 
of this word “ immediate.” It cannot be 
imagined that many of these immediate 
objectives will be achieved while Mr. 
Lyttelton is still at the Colonial Office. 
The most that could be hoped for is 
that should there be a new Labour 
Government it will bring a different 
attitude to Colonial problems from that 
which has dominated it in the past. 


If this is the hope of the numerous 
Labour Party supporters associated with 
the Movement it should be recognised 
that the key to a radically new policy is 
the proposal for fixing by agreement 
suitable dates upon which full independ- 
ence for the colonial countries shall be 
inaugurated. This is the real immediate 
policy. 

Solid reason 


When once this is done and the sub- 
ject peoples have received undertakings 
upon which they may feel they have 
some solid reason to depend the con- 
ception of racial “ partnership” will 
make sense for the first time: it will 
be partnership in the realisation of an 
understood and accepted objective. 


It is only on the implementation of 
this policy of fixing the agreed dates 


There can be only one answer 


that the other ‘“ immediate” proposals 
have any real significance. 


This policy of seeking declared dates 
for the full independence of the colonial 
areas is one that the Labour Party 
members of the Movement for Colonial 
Freedom should seek to get embodied in 
Labour Party policy declarations before 
an election. 


Deceit a necessity 
of war 


QOME seven years after the end of 
World War II it was revealed in 
the official history of “The Campaign 
in Norway,” published by H. M. 
Stationery Office ,that had the Germans 
not invaded Norway the British and 
French would have done so; that a 
force was to land at Narvik and move 
up the railway to seize the oilfields and 
the Baltic port of Lulea; and that when 
the German invasion took place some 
British troops had actually been em- 
barked in warships for the purpose. 


All this was concealed during the war 
and press and politicians gave full ex- 
pression to a high moral indignation 
against the enemy, a moral indignation 
which if it had been genuine would 
have applied equally to the British 
intention. 


No meaning 


In warfare, however, hot or cold. 
moral indignation ceases to have any 
meaning to the militarists on both sides 
who appeal to it. other than as a weapon 
like any other weapon. This particular 
weapon has its uses in whipping up 
popular emotion against the enemy. 


A book to be published this month 
by Rear-Admiral Theobald, formerly of 
the United States Navy, shows how the 
Pearl Harbour incident was similarly 
used as part of the munitions of war. 


According to Admiral Theobald the 
US Government knew well in advance 
of the attack on Pearl Harbour that it 
was likely to take place. Messages had 
been decoded in Washington that clearly 
indicated this. The Japanese Govern- 
ment was requiring from its consul at 
Honolulu information as to the position 
of ships at Pearl Harbour for weeks 
before the attack. 


Admiral Theobald remarks: “Not 
the slightest hint of all this was given 
to Adm. Kimmel or Gen. Short. Why 
was such irrefutable evidence of the 
coming attack so withheld? Why did 
Washington contribute so completely to 
the surprise feature of the attack? 
because 
President Roosevelt wanted it that way.” 


In another passage he says: ~“ Never 
before in recorded history has a field 
commander been denied information 
that his country would be at war in a 
matter of hours, and that everything 
pointed to a surprise attack upon his 
forces shortly after sunrise.” 


Sacrifice 


The conclusion the Admiral reaches 
was that the Pearl Harbour disaster was 
necessary to produce the right attitude 
in American public opinion. “The 
question was how we should manoeuvre 
them (the Japanese) into position of 
firing the first shot without allowing too 
much danger to ourselves.” He holds 
therefore, that the attack on Pearl 
Harbour was practically invited and that 
those who suffered there were sacrificed 
to this manoeuvre and that Admiral 
Kimmel and General Short, who had 
to take the blame for it “were thrown 
to the wolves as scapegoats for some- 
thing over which they had no control.” 


Well, why should it not be? Deceit is 
as necessary in war as arms and ammu- 
nition. It 1s expected that men will be 
sacrified in manning the fortifications. 
Why should they not be sacrificed in 
manning the fabrications? 


It should never be assumed that the 
story the miliarist. politician or diplomat 
tells is bound to be true. 
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R. J. ROBERT OPPENHEIMER “the 
man who built the A-bomb” has been 
suspended as a possible security risk by the 
Atomic Energy Commissian and hearings 
have begun before a three-man panel ap- 
pointed by the Personnel Security Board of 
Commission. 


The first question asked by the first three 
acquaintances I met after reading the morn- 
ing paper was: “Do you think the material 
about Oppenheimer’s past CP associates is 
deliberately publicised now for some hidden 
purpose? ” Of course no one who is not a 
member of the innermost circle can answer 
such a question with finality. But my 
opinion is that the timing is not part of a 
plot. 


Fear of the unthinking 


I believe that as a result of many happen- 
ings—the Fuchs case, Alger Hiss, the various 
un-American activities Committee ‘“expos- 
ures,” McCarthy’s activities—a situation has 
now been created in which any Admnistra- 
tion feels obliged to bring into public notice 
all these cases of people who have held any 
important position and who had any but the 
most tenuous association with Communists 
and fellow-travellers. There are too many 
people in government agencics—this prob- 
ably now applies even to Eisenhower himself 
after the operation his own Attorney Gen- 
eral, Brownell, performed on Truman in con- 
nection with the Harry Dexter White case— 
who know that material in the files may 


be “leaked out” somehow and they do not 
feel they can survive the charge that would 
then be made that they had betrayed their 
country by covering up for these characters. 
The charge would be made by such as 
McCarthy but what would count and hurt 
would be that multitudes of the unthinking 
would believe it— ‘Communists are devil- 
ishly clever as well as devilish.” This is 
partly because they wonder whether plot- 
ting against national security might be more 


Just at this juncture the “ charges” against 
Oppenheimer—most of which had _ been 
quite generally known for several years— 
are made public and create a_ sensation, 
and Oppenheimer was admittedly against 
going ahead with the production of the 
H-bomb. This of course suggests that the 
suspicious, and possibly sinister, aspect of 
the latest development is that McCarthy was 
very likely somehow informed of the fact 
that the hearings on Oppenheimer would 


The Oppenheimer Case 


deep than they had suspected and partly 
because they begin to despair of dispelling 
the heavy and poisonous fog of hysteria in 
a situation where every few weeks a fresh 
“affair” bursts on public attention and 
appears to justify the activities of the 
McCarthys. 


The timing of publicity on Oppenheimer 
unquestionably plays into McCarthy’s hands, 
and it is certain to take the heat off 
McCarthy just as the special investigation 
of his altercation with the US army was 
about to start. It was beginning to look 
as though his prestige might be dropping 
to a substantial degree. Then he introduced 
a few days ago the question whether pro- 
duction of the H-bomb had been delayed 
unduly and the further question whether 
persons whose associations and loyalty 
might be subject to question had been res- 
ponsible for this. 


begin at this time, his secret suspension 
having gone into effect last December. With 
his customary agility and cunning, McCarthy 
seized the opportunity to project the H- 
bomb delay issue before the public mind. 


The transcript of the letter Oppenheimer 
wrote to the AEC after he had been in- 
formed of the charges against him occupies 
twelve columns in the New York Times. 
It is in many respects an impressive docu- 
ment. As one reads it one readily under- 
stands the remark of his attorney, Lloyd 
K. Garrison, in explaining to reporters that 
Oppenheimer could not see them, “he is 
under terrific tension.” For here is, obviously 
a man of the greatest sensitivity as well as 
intelligence, who according to generally 
accepted standards rendered inestimable ser- 
vice to his country. 


One may feel for a brilliant scientist and 
a remarkable human being in such a pre- 


dicament, and at the same time point out 
that the kind of world in which this happens, 
Robert Oppenheimer and other brilliant men 
like him helped to create by the “ service” 
they rendered to their country in produc- 
ing atomic weapons. For several years they 
carried out a vast secret operation. They 
spent two billion dollars of public money 
without even Congress knowing for what it 
was being spent. They catapulted the world 
into the era of atomic war—and what kind 
of world might one expect that to be? 
Hardly a sane gentle, discriminating and 
peaceful one. 
Love and atomic weapons 


Robert Oppenheimer is the kind of man 
whos was capable of saying to a reporter 
of Time magazine who asked him back in 
1946 what his formula for bringing up 
children was: “Just pour in the love, and 
it will come out.” About his association 
with Communists in the thirties he says 
in the concluding paragraph of his reply to 
the AEC queries: “I have recalled instances 
where I acted unwisely. What I have hoped 
was, not that I could wholly avoid error, 
but that I might learn from it.” When 
Oppenheimer comes to the point of saying 
about his work on the bomb that he could 
not hope wholly to avoid error, but that 


he had learned that love and atomic 
weapons do not mix. a new day may dawn 
for mankind. 
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PEACE REPORT FROM 


EUROPE 
Economic 
co-operation 


Representatives of 24 
European governments and 
of the United States 
attended the opening of 
the ninth session of the 
UN Economic Commis- 
sion for Europe, at the 
Palais des Nations in 
Geneva recently. 


Statements were made 
by ‘he Chairman, Joseph 
Ullrich = (Czechostovakia), 
Executive Secretary Gun- 


nar Myrdal, and Guil- 
Jaume Georges-Picot, 
Assistant Secretary-Gene- 


ral of the UN in charge of 
the Departments of Eco- 
nomic and Social Affairs. 


In particular the 
speakers pointed to an 
improved climate for all- 
European economic co- 
operation, Here is a 
gencral view of the meet- 
ing. 


U.S.A. 


They refuse war taxes 


A DECLARATION stating that they will not 
4% yay Federal Income Taxes because so 
large a proportion goes for war purposes, has 
been issued by 43 men and women in the USA. 

They announced their refusal through the 
Tax Refusal Committee of Peacemakers, a 
national pacifist group. For the most part the 
US Treasury Department has been unable to 
collect unpaid taxes from the Peacemakers, 
though in some instances it has levied on bank 
accounts and in two instances motor cars were 
sold at public auction. In 1949 one tax refuser 
received a 90 day sentence for failure to appear 
at the US Collector’s office when told to do so. 


BRITAIN 


Train more workers 
PASTOR MENSCHING 


T the Friends, House, London, Pastor 
+% Wilhelm Mensching, pacifist pastor of 
Petzen, Germany, last week addressed a packed 
audience on the dangers of German rearma- 
ment, his recent American lecture tour, and 
on the ‘ Freundschaftsheim” experiment, a 
pacifist training centre of which he is the 
founder. 

In Germany, the Pastor said, pcople, 
especially young people. had lost confidence in 
democracy. The failure of the Communists 
within their midst had rendered Germany 
immune against Communism, but despair had 
inflamed discontent, providing a virile breed- 
ing ground for the growth of German militar- 
ism and neo-Fascism. To arm a people so 
utterly cynical was complete folly. 

The recent refusal of the Western powers, 
at Berlin, to consider Russia’s proposal for 
an unarmed Germany caused Germany to 
lose more faith in the allies than in Russia. 
In America the Pastor had found friendly 

response. Young, thinking Americans, faced 
with the problem of conscience were eager to 
learn and to discuss. While America politically 
might be aggressive, American churches seemed 
more alive to present dangers than did their 
brethren in Europe. 

A fundamental need in the world was, the 
Pastor believed, the training of peace workers. 

At the Freundschafisheim men and women 
of all races and creeds worked manually, 
studied together and shared common pastimes. 
Disciples were going to all parts of the world. 
Fallen Nazi leaders, their kinsfolk and friends 
were coming to the centre, some giving 
financial assistance and returning again and 
again. 

There was, the Pastor emphasised, the dowry 
of God in all men. Through love and apprecia- 
tion of that inheritance of God we have to 
conquer hatred, to overcome fear. 

Resolution adopted 


An important play 


“HE BURNING GLASS,” by Charles 
Morgan (Apollo Theatre) is a play all 
pacifists should support, if only because it 
says many things about scientists and war 
which needed saying, and had not been said. 
A young scientist discovers, by accident, 
an even more terrible weapon than the H- 
bomb. The problem of what he shall do 
with his appalling discovery, in its private 
and public aspects, provides the play’s action. 
“Great power smells, and the smell goes 
round the world—there is always a_ leak 
somewhere.” So it is in this case. 

If it were not for the author’s muddled 
mind, the conclusion would be uncompromis- 
ing pacifism. As it is, he thinks that “ the 
corruption of life” is worse than a world 
war. Until he admits they are identical—and 
ceases to blanket millions of human beings 
under the term “the enemy”, whom it is 
necessary in a “case of military emergency ” 
to destroy—his play will continue to be fas- 
cinating and provoking, but with an essential 
screw missing. Sy is 

Handing the power to a Prime Minister 
will not solve the scientist’s problem, or delay 
the next war. 8. S. 


EAST AND WEST MEET 


INDIA 


Boycott war trade 


C. KUMARAPPA, Indian economist, 
Chairman of the All-India Village 
Industries Association and a member of the 
War Resisters’ International, advocates a 
boycott of America as a protest against the 
inhuman methods used by the US in Korea. 


He answers those who say that American 
trade with India is negligible by quoting the 
National Foreign Trades Council of America. 

India is the sole source of supply to the 
USA of eight important commodities and the 
exporter of more than 80% of US imports of 
fifteen other items. 

India possesses the following materials re- 
garded by the US as “ strategic ” or “ critical ” 
and included on the US Munition Board's 
stockpile list: 


Beryl, castor oil seed, chromite, coconut oil, 
cyanite, manganese, mica, monazite, opium, 
pepper, natural rubber latex, rutile, shellac, 
talc and zircon. 


CEYLON 
World meeting on 


co-operatives 


An international meeting on co-operatives 
in Asia and the Far East opened in Kandy, 
Ceylon, on February 23 under the auspices 
of the Food and Agriculture Organisations 
and the International Labour Organisation of 

Twelve countries participated in the meet- 
ing, which was the third of its kind, the first 
having taken place at Lucknow in 1949 and 
the second at Karachi in 1950. Eight inter- 
national organisations including UN, the 
Colombo Plan and the International Federa- 
tion of Agricultural Producers, were represen- 
ted by observers. The meeting was concerned 
with the technique of co-operatives. 


HOLLAND 

The only UNESCO centre in 
the world 

OLLAND boasts the only known 


UNESCO centre in the world. Set up four 
years ago it assists the National UNESCO 
Committee there to disseminate information on 
the work of the Organisation. 

Schools and meetings are provided with 


films and informational material. The 
UNESCO Gift Coupon Scheme has _ been 
introduced into Dutch schools and contacts 


have been developed with schools in overseas 
countries. 

The Dutch Consumers’ Co-operatives in 
Rotterdam have also adopted a regional co- 
operative in Gujarat, India and have collected 
£380 in gifts for it. 

The gift coupons, which are purchased 
through UNESCO, bear the name and address 
of the donor and the receiver. In this way it 
is possible not only to offer material help but 
to create bonds of lasting friendship between 
two organisations. 


RUSSIA 
Move to join UNESCO 


TT is reported from Paris that Russia is 

considering joining UNESCO (United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation). 

It was confirmed last week by the chairman 
of UNESCO's executive board, Sir Ronald 
Adam, that she had put forward feelers on 
eas Nothing definite has yet been 
jecided. 


Pacifist Youth Commission 


The Executive Committee of the Peace Pledge Union 
has approved the suggestion that the present Pacifist 
Youth Action Group should become one of the Steps to 
Peace Commissions under the title ‘‘ Youth Commission.” 
The Secretary is A. H. Blackmore, 35 
Gardens, London, N.6. 


Homsey Lane 


Around the world 


GERMANY 


Youth against 
conscription 


THE Hamburg District Branch of the 

Socialist Youth League, “The Hawks,” 
recently issued a statement declaring the 
amendment of the Basic Law in regard to the 
rearmament of Western Germany to be against 
the will of a large part of the German people. 


The forthcoming rearmament brought war 
nearer and endangered the reunification of 
Germany. “The Hawks” therefore advised 
that young people should make use of the 
provisions in the Basic Law to refuse military 
service. 


The Berlin District Branch of “ The Hawks ” 
has also held a conference at which the 
question of rearmament was discussed. The 
constitution of that particular branch expressly 
rejects the use of force as a means of settling 
political disputes. 

The conference decided that the organisation 
would offer help and advice to any member 
who refused military service on grounds of 
conscience. 


Course for work camp 
leaders .. . 


Ty‘ORTY international work camp leaders are 

meeting from April 10 to April 25 in 
Germany at the Unesco Institute for Youth at 
Gauting, near Munich, to study technical and 
educational problems connected with the 
operation of work camps. Participants in the 
study course, representing the world’s major 
geographical regions, will take up both the 
theoretical and the practical aspects of work 
camp operation. They will begin with the 
choice of projects and continue through the 
selection and preparation of sites, camp 
budgets and administration, recruitment of 
volunteers, choice of leaders, organisation of 
work and community living, the housekeeping 
chores of feeding and maintaining a camp and, 
finally, the organisation of educational pro- 
grammes. 

The first international work camps were 
opened in 1920. Interrupted during the Second 
World War, the movement has developed con- 
stantly since 1945. In 1953, more than 900 
camps were in operation, not only in Europe 
an the Americas, but in Asia and Africa as 
well. 

Youth movements in Asian and African 
countries are taking a growing interest in 
work camps. At the Gauting Seminar, Egypt, 
the Gold Coast and Nigeria, as well as India, 
Malaya and the Philippines, will be represented 
among participants. 

...and in DENMARK 100 
AN international course for youth leaders 
+ is to be held at the International 
People’s College at Elsinore, Denmark, 
Starting August 14 next and lasting for two 
to three weeks. The course is organised with 
the co-operation of the Unesco Institute for 
Youth. 

The subject of the course is ‘“ Youth in 
the World Community.” The lectures and 
discussions will centre around the dual 
themes of the responsibility of young people 
in the present social and cultural and political 
development of Europe and the world, and the 
task of youth workers and organisations in 
helping youth to accept this responsibility. 

The course, which is the fifth of its kind, 
is open to all who are active or interested 
in youth work. It will be held in English, 
discussions will also take place in French and 
German. 

Information regarding participation can be 
obtained from Mr. P. . K. Kuenstler, 
Research Fellow in Youth Work, University 
of Bristol, Institute of Education, 19 Berkeley 
Square, Bristol, 8, United Kingdom. 


Support for UNESCO 


The Institute for Youth, which has _ its 
headquarters in Munich, is one of three such 
institutes set up by Unesco in Germany in 
1952, the other two being the Institute for 
Education and the Institute for Social 
Sciences. 


These institutes provide for co-operation and 
the exchange of experiences between indivi- 
duals from different countries in their 
respective fields and for the development of 
inter-disciplinary, inter-age and inter-national 
group activities. They also carry out profes- 
sional research and aim at securing the support 
of educators, social scientists and youth for 
the programme of Unesco. 

Recently, the Institute for Youth held a 
course for youth exchange leaders, the purpose 
of which was to train leaders of youth groups 
going on exchange visits to other countries. 


% * *% 
The United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) has 


released a 115-page study on school pro- 
grammes in 53 countries in the fields of 
history, geography and social studies. The 
Teport is expected to aid member states in 
planning modern schoo] curricula. Publica- 
tion of the report, UNESCO points out, is 
part of a long-range programme ‘to help 
children, through the teaching of regular 
school subjects, to understand the world in 
which they live, and to develop the powers 
of judgement and criticism, the respect for 
human rights and the sense of responsibility 
needed to equip them for an active part in 
national and international life. 
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OW friends, let’s take a 
hard look at the world 

this week. We are gradu- FUND 


aly being hemmed in by LATESp 


peace. Here a pact, there a ——_ 
pact, everywhere treaties, organisations, 
defence communities—all for peace. 


PN 


Is it enough to say, “ rubbish ?” Could 
we not perhaps dream up our own 
answer, our own true peace initiative ? 


What, for example, about a North 
Atlantic Peace Organisation? There are 
enough peace ambassadors going back and 
forth these days. A solemn, unhurried 
conference, a signing of impressive docu- 
ments, a shaking of hands and what have 
you got? Well at least as great a sense 
of unity among the peacemen as among 
the others. And who knows, perhaps 
we’d all get to know each other very 
much better than we do now. 


After that we could move on to the 
Middle-East and South-East Asia. 


Some indication of the ready spirit was 
given last week when in two days Peace 
News received £100 for the Fund. £50 
came from an American friend, £50 from 
a London voluntary worker. That's trans- 
atlantic accord if you like. 


We were terribly pleased. Who'd like 
to please us some more ? 


TOM WARDLE F 


Contributions since April 9: £152 Os. 7d. 
Total since Jan. 1, 1954: £466 3s. tld. 


Grateful thanks are extended to anonymous 
donors: Harlesden, £10; Maldon, £1 1s.; Bolton, 
£1; D. T. 2s. 4d. 


Please make cheques, ete., payable to 
Peace News Ltd., and address them to 
Vera Brittain, Treasurer, Peace News, 
3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


NEW ZEALAND 


Important post 
for pacifist 


PPHE man appointed to be acting headmaster 
of Wellington (New Zealand) Technical 
College was once one of the college cleaners. 
Ormond Burton, 
who has secured one 
of the most impor- 
tant educational 
posts in his country 
is also one of New 
Zealand's leading 
pacifists. 
He served in the 
first world war, was 
awarded the Military 


Medal and the 
French M 
d’Honneur, and 


promoted from the 


ranks. 

After he had 
written the official 
record of the Auck- 
land Regiment, he 
was commissioned to 
o- write “The Silent 
Division,” an account of the New Zealanders 
in Gallipoli and other fronts. His views had 
radically changed by the time he wrote the 
latter volume and he insisted on an appendix 
Stating his refusal to fight in another war. 

He has fought many battles on the peacc 
front: with the educational authorities until 
they modified an oath of allegiance ; with the 
Labour Party, which he subsequently left ; and 
with the Methodist Church from which he was 
expelled when he refused to abide by a 
manifesto justifying World War II. 

On September 3, 1939, he was arrested for 
making an open air protest in front of the 
Parliament Building. Two later arrests brought 
sentences of one and two months imprison- 
ment. 

A ban on open-air meetings was subsequently 
extended to indoor meetings, so Ormond 
Burton went back to outdoor meetings and one 
speaker a week was arrested, 15 in all going to 
gaol, Burton for one year. 

After his release he was again arrested for 
peace activity and again sentenced to 23 years 
Imprisonment. 

Ignoring a jury’s recommendation to mercy 
and the fact that the regulation under which 
Burton was arrested carried a sentence of only 
one year's hard labour, the Judge invoked 
special regulations in order to put the prisoner 
“where he could not obtain a pen to write 
with nor a hall to lecture in.” 

FOOTNOTE: The NZ National Council of 
Churches is printing a book of prayers for 
use in prisons, compiled by Ormond Burton. 


NIGERIA 


Future as a nation 


ss rPTHE future of Nigeria as a nation depends 

~ on the women,” said Mrs. Ighodalo, 
President of the London Nigerian Women’s 
League, when she addressed a recent lunch- 
hour meeting of the Women’s International 
League for Peace and Freedom. She was 
speaking in a “ Nigerian Conversation-Piece ” 
arranged by Mrs. McGregor Wood. 

Women in Nigeria had always held an 
important place in society, working with their 
husbands as traders to help support the family ; 
now with the spread of education they were 
qualifying in many other professions and a 
new “middle class” was emerging. 

Family traditions were very strong in 
Nigeria: care of the children was shared by 
others besides the parents, and there was a 
great feeling of respect for seniors and old 
people. 


ORMOND BURTON 
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Where are the Third Camp 
forees to be found? 


Last week A, J. Muste developed the argument of the Third Camp. This subject is 

to be the theme of the Triennial Conference of the War Resisters’ International which 

will take place in France later this year. In this concluding article A. J. Muste describes 

where Third Camp forces are to be found. These articles are reproduced from the 
Spring issue of the War Resister. 


F next we ask ourselves where potential or 

emerging Third Camp Forces may be found, 
the answer from one point of view might be 
that the masses of people everywhere, includ- 
ing those under the rival power blocs, are 
Third Campers. in that they are fed up with 
war and long for peace and freedom. No 
régime anywhere in the world dares to an- 
nounce any other objectives for its policy! 
But as Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick once 
observed: “All of us want peace; we also 
want the things that make for war.” If we 
ask, then, where in a more effective sensc 
potential Third Camp Forces—whether or not 
they are fully conscious of being such—are 
to be found, the answer would include the 
following: 


Freedom Movements 


1. Those movements and organisations in the 
colonial or so-called under-developed 
countries which are struggling for their free- 
dom from foreign domination “ white 
supremacy,” and social and economic ex- 
ploitation, but which have not fallen into 
the trap of totalitarian communism. 


iw 


. The Praja Socialist Party in India which has 
in considerable measure adopted Gandhian 
ideas of ‘“decentralism” in defining its 


socialist goals, which has renounced violence 
as a means for achieving social change 
though it seems not yet prepared to depend 
unequivocally on non-violence for defence 
against a possible external foe, and which 
has in strong terms condemned the philo- 
sophy that the end justifies the means. 


Vinoba Bhave 
In INDIA... 


FREE OF TAX 


THE ST. PANCRAS 
BUILDING SOCIETY is 
a vigorous and thriving 
society, with substantial 
reserves and share capital 
exceeding One Million 
Pounds. Its ‘Guide for 
investors” will be sent 
post free on request. 


INTEREST FROM DAY OF INVESTMENT 
PROMPT AND EASY WITHDRAWAL 
NO DEPRECIATION OF CAPITAL 


ST. PANCRAS 


BUILDING SOCIETY 
20 BRIDE LANE :; 


EC4 


Japanese rope-makers 
IN JAPAN... 


Alongside the PSP in India are those 
Gandhians like Vinoba Bhave—and_ Juya- 
prakash Narayan who, significantly, is also 
head of the PSP, who are following in 
Gandhi's footsteps and carrying forward his 
great experiment by seeking to make non- 
violence a force for revolutionary change, ar 
well as a medium of inner purification and 
peace. 


3. Forces in such countries as Germany and 
Japan which are opposed to the rearma- 
ment of their nation and want it to work out 
an interna] economy and a foreign policy 
based on permanent disarmament and, if 
need be, non-violent resistance. In Japan this 
includes the very powerful Left Wing 
Socialist Party. 

4.The non-violent resistance movements in 

South and Central Africa. 


In the West 


. Those groups and individuals in the socialist 
and labour movements of Europe 
genuinely resist Sialinism and at the same 
time oppose the subordination of their 


A 


movements to American control and to the | 
who | 


war aims of their own countries; 
struggle for a domestic and foreign policy 
free from capitalist exploitation and from 


military and political regimentation ; who ny 


reject all policies which seek to win or 
preserve national privilege for people living 
in industrially developed countries at the 
expense of their brothers in the under-de- 


veloped part of the world ; and who sce the | 


folly of a socialism nationally based and 


therefore seek to revive and to embody in [" 


forms suitable to present conditions the anti- 
muilitarist, democratic and internationalist 
emphases of the socialist and labour move- 
ments. 


6.In Western countries, pacifists and war re- 
Sisters to whom pacifism is not only an 
individual witness or way of life, but as in 
the case of Gandhi a form of socio-economic 
Organisation and a distinctive means for 
resisting tyranny and oppression and for the 
transformation of human society. Likewise, 
those social radicals who once espoused 
concepts of dictatorship and terror and who 
are now prepared, as were former Trotskyists 
and radical socialist youths in the New York 


Vinoba Bhave 


exceeds his target 


TPTHE Land-Gift collection target of 2.5 

million acres of land by March 1954—set 
by Acharya Vinoba Bhave, leader of the Land- 
Gift Mission for the redistribution of India’s 
land to the landless—has been over-fulfilled by 
mearly half a million acres. 


Bihar, scene of many a terrible famine 
leads the country with a total land gift collec- 
tion of over 1.8 million acres of land so far. 
40,545 acres of land have been distributed to 
7,959 landless families through the Land-Gift 
movement, the Bhoodan Yagna. 


Symposium on the 


** Gandhian way ’’ 


A symposium on the “Gandhian Way to 
World Peace,” sponsored by the United 
Nations Association was held in New Delhi 
recently. 


It was presided over by Mrs. Pandit, Presi- 
dent of the UN General Assembly and was 
attended by Mr. George V. Allen, US 
Ambassador, Dr. L. Palar, Indonesian Ambas- 
sador, Mr. Ghazanfar Ali Khan, Pakistan 
High Commisioner and Mr. J. Orrick of the 
Uae Nations Information Centre, among 
others. 


Dr. Palar of Indonesia suggested that the 
United Nations could successfully solve the 
problem of world peace by applying the 
Gandhian technique. Mr. Ali Khan of Pakis- 
tan said that all nations must follow Gandhi's 
teachings and Mrs, Pandit added that Gandhian 
methods and technique were the only panacca 
for the ills afflicting mankind now. 


I RENOUNCE WAR AND | WILL NEVER 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER 
This pledge, signed by each member, is 


the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. 
Send YOUR pledge to 


P.P.U. HEADQUARTERS 
Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh Street, W.C.1 


who } 


Conference already mentioned, to declare 
that “the revolutionary movement must 
adhere firmly to democracy both within its 
own ranks and for society at large.” 


Third Camp programme 


A brief summary of the programme on 
which Third Camp elements tend to unite 
would include the following: 


1. Opposition to both the capitalist and the 
Stalinist social systems. 


2. Natural and productive resources and key 
instruments of distribution and communica- 
tion belong to all and should be socially 
owned and democratically administered 
through the people’s own community, co- 
operative and other  instrumentalities. 
Technology must be the servant and not 
the master of man. 


3.Refusal to give support—‘‘critical” or 
otherwise—to the war preparations of either 
side in the cold war or to those aspects 
of their foreign policy which are a part of 
such war preparations. 


4. Unequivocal recognition of the right of all 
peoples to independence from foreign con- 
trol, whether military, political, economic 
or cultural. 


5. Vigorous and unremitting defence of civil 
liberties, including those of Communists or 
others who might not extend civil liberties 
to those who disagreed with them. 


6. Deep-seated concern for and belief in 
democracy, i.e., the essential dignity of the 
human being. For the pacifist. non-violence 
of spirit and method is, of course, integral 
to the conception of democracy. 


Non-violent resisters 
IN AFRICA... 


It seems sound, important and urgent to 
establish closer contact among the groups and 
individuals who have this Third Camp orienta- 
tion, both for the purpose of clarifying 
thought and trying to formulate a philosophy 
and programme, and for the purpose of dis- 
covering what concrete possibilities exist of 
co-operation in the struggle against war, 
militarism, tyranny and want. 


PREPARING FOR THE 
WORLD ASSEMBLY 
OF CHURCHES 


By Lewis Maclachlan 
Editor of Reconciliation 


HE World Council of Churches, consti- 
tuted at its first assembly held at 
Amsterdam in 1948, represents about a third 
of Christendom. The second Assembly will 
meet in August of this year at Evanston, IH. 
in the USA. 


The holding of this second Assembly in the 
USA adds to its importance. There is no 
other country in the world in which the 
Church plays so large a part in the life of 
the community as in the USA. If the 
Assembly has anything to say, and we believe 
that it has, America can provide a_ better 
sounding board for the carrying of its voice 
to all parts of the world, and the United 
States itself is the country to which it 1s most 
urgent and most relevant to say it. 


To this deliberative Assembly men and 
women will come from the East as from the 
West, from the young churches as from the 
old, from Asia and Africa as from Europe 
and America. The Assembly has no executive 
power which must remain with its constituent 
Churches. But it has a voice, and for the first 
time in history a world church (if only a 
world Protestant Church) can speak out as the 
conscience of the nations and prove itself a 
factor in the disposition of international 
affairs. 


AT AMSTERDAM 


At the Amsterdam Assembly the Christian 
attitude to war was discussed and a deliver- 
ance made upon it. After declaring “ We are 
one in proclaiming to all mankind: War is 
contrary to the Will of God,” the Assembly 
acknowledged that all Christians were not of 
one mind in their interpretation of Christian 
duty in war, and set forth three distinct con- 
victions in the matter, of which the pacifist 
was one. Belief that it is a Christian duty 
“to defend the law by force if necessary’ was 
another, while the third said that though 
“entering a war may be a Christian's duty ~ 
there could be no such thing as a just war. 


That pacifism should thus have been recog- 
nised as fully and equally with the majority 
view, a legitimate interpretation of Christian 
faith, was no little gain, especially for those 
whose memories could go back to 1914. But 
it was unsatisfactory to all that on so urgent a 
moral issue the Church should speak, however 
conscientiously, with more than one voice. 


In the intervening years, therefore, a con- 
sidered statement of pacifist conviction has 
been prepared for submission to the Evanston 
Assembly. It has been produced by the 
Historic Peace Churches and the International 
FoR and though not “a full theological treat- 
ise on Christian pacifism” it may be taken 
as an adequate basis for the discussion of 
what we oelieve to be the most momentous 
issue before the world. and therefore before 


ihe Church and the World Council of 
Charches. 
AT EVANSTON 
All pacifsts will read this booklet with 


keen interest. It does not say all that could 
be said but it is a fair and brief summary of 
the case for pacifism and may be the little 
key that unlocks a big door. At Amsterdam 
it was felt that the non-pacifist was on the 
defensive. He will be still more so at Evan- 
ston, but that does not mean that he will not 
be successful. ‘God's causes are never des- 
troyed by being blown up, but by being sat 
upon.” Churchmen like statesmen have a great 
capacity for sitting. Let us hope that on this 
occasion there will also be explosions. 


*Peace is the Will of God. A Testimony to 
ue World Council of Churches. FoR 22 pp. 


WORLD CHURCHES AND WAR... 


It is the duty of the churches belonging to 
the ecumenical movement to create a public 
opinion everywhere whereby the watchword 
shall ring out from all papers . . . all churches, 
right across the world, “ War is a crime.” 


Efforts for union could unquestionably lead 
to a United States of Europe. But only a 
union which includes Russia and Poland can 
prevent war. 


What is a Utopia today can be a reality 
tomorrow. The church of Jesus Christ would 
be a poor affair if it did not have Utopias 
which are after God’s own _ heart.—Otto 
Dibelius, Bishop of Berlin, 


AND RACE 


PPHE attitude of the Protestant, Anglican 
~ and Orthodox Churches towards the race 
question is discussed in ‘The Ecumenical 
Movement and the Racial Problem,” a book- 
let published by Unesco as part of its series 
on “The Race Question and Modern 
Thought.” 


The author, Dr. W. A. Visser “T Hooft, 
Secretary-General of the World Council of 
Churches, describes the cducational activities 
of the Churches in the under-developed 
countries and their efforts to combat racial 
discrimination. 


Anti-slavery campaign 


He traces the efforts of the Churches to 
combat slavery in the United States of 
America and, in modern times ,their fight 
against National Socialist racism. The atti- 
tude of churches in South Africa on the race 
question is also reviewed. 


Among the issues he discusses are the 
Christian conception of race, race relations 
in society, and the problem of ethnic churches. 
He defines the meaning of race in the light 
of the gospel and goes on to examine the 


responsibility of the churches for racial rcla- 
tionships in society. 
Price: $0.40 or 
currency. 

Published in English and French. 


equivalent in national 


Challenging pamphlet 
“ Pacifism—a Personal Challenge,” Mr. 


N 
I Howard Diamond ably and_ sincerely 
maintains that “the pacifist way of life and 
thought derives from a simple understanding 
of God's purpose for the world ... of man 
made in the image of God, and of Christ .. . 
Whose way of life is set as our example.” 
This way, shown in the Sermon on the Mount 
and in Christ's triumph over evil in His Cross 
and Resurrection can be followed by ordinary 
folk who are his disciples. 

Mr. Diamond writes without uncharity or 
disesteem for those sincerely differing from 
his conclusions. He does not scek to minimize 
what a pacifist policy might cost Britain, nor 
does he indulge in wild or wishful thinking. 
Rightly, he stresses Christian pacifism as not 
“mere passivism” but active creation of 
peace, overcoming evil with good in personal 
life as well as in national issues. 

A Christian non-pacifist described _ this 
pamphlet as the best exposition of its kind 
he had read. Everyone should read this brief, 
gracious, simple testament of faith. Our non- 
pacifist friend says so, too! H.G.W. 


Pacifist editor appointed 


HE Rev. D. Eirwyn Morgan, who has twice 
contested the Llanelly constituency as 
Plaid Cymru candidate in opposition to Mr. 
James Griffiths has been appointed editor of 
the party's Welsh paper “ Y Ddraig Goch.” 
Mr. Eirwyn Morgan has been a Bapaist 
minister at Banc-ffos-felen since 1944 and is 
a graduate of the University of Wales and 
of Oxford. Mr. Morgan is a prominent 
pacifist. 
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THE PEACE PLEDGE UNION AND Whip oecors to the Editor 
YOROGEN-BOMB NATIONAL CAMPAIGN 


W E feel that it is essential to make public the reasons why we cannot advise the 
Peace Pledge Union to support the “ Hydrogen Bomb—National Campaign.” 


The PPU was amongst those invited by 
the conveners (Fenner Brockway, Anthony 
Wedgwood-Benn, Anthony Greenwood, and 
George Thomas) to attend the initial meeting 
at the House of Commons on April 7. On that 
occasion we were presented with a petition 
form, as the basis of a national campaign, 
in the words of the motion moved by Mr. 
Attlee in the House of Commons debate and 
subsequently accepted by the Government in 
the following terms: 


“That HM Government should take 
immediate initiative to bring about a meet- 
ing between the Prime Minister and the 
heads of the Administrations of the United 
States of America and the USSR for the 
purpose of considering anew the problem of 
the reduction and control of armaments and 
of devising positive policies and means for 
removing from all the peoples of the world 
the fear which now oppresses them, and for 
the strengthening of collective peace through 
the United Nations Organisation.” 


ALL-PARTY CLAIM 


lt was claimed that as this had become an 
all-party resolution, it was the best basis for 
a petition and that it would be of great im- 
portance to obtain, say !5 million, signatures 
as an urgent demand on the Government to 
implement the resolution. While it was ob- 
vious that the conveners did not want to 
accept any amendment. there was much criti- 
cism of the wording from the floor on the 
main grounds that it failed to emphasise the 
moral issues involved or to demand an ade- 
quate lead from Great Britain. 


A particular request for the inclusion in 
the petition of a demand for a declaration 
that under no circumstances would the British 
Government sanction the use of atomic or 
hydrogen bombs, or permit their use from 
bases in Britain, met with general approval, 
as was shown by a straw vote. for which we 
asked. 


We understood that the committee would 
consider the final form of the petition in the 
light of the discussions and, after consulta- 
tion with the National Peace Council and the 
United Nations Association, report back to a 
further mecting. 


That meeting was held on April 14, and at 
it we were presented with printed forms of 
the petition in its original wording and told 
that the committee was unanimous in deciding 
to accept no alterations. There was, however, 
a long discussion which again emphasised the 
concern that many felt about the wording, 
and finally three amendments were moved and 
seconded : 


(a) To delete the last phrase about “ col- 
lective peace,” which was felt to be a camou- 
flage for “collective security.” Carried by 
23 votes to 19. 


(b) To add after “ pray that HM Govern- 
ment” the words “should renounce the 
manufacture and use of H-bombs and refuse 
the facilities of British bases for their stor- 
age or use.” Lost by 20 votes to 24. 


(c) To delete the words “the reduction 
and control of.” Lost by 13 votes to 25. 


On a request that the amended motion 
should be put, we were told that the committee 
would have to decide whether it would accept 
the amendment, and it had by then become 
quite clear that the committee were not pre- 
pared to campaign on any basis except the 
original petition. 


As this is a free service, we 


reserve the right to select notices for 
publication. We nevertheless desire 
to make if as complete a service as 
we reasonably can, and_ therefore ‘ 


urge organisers of events to: 


Saturday-Sunday, April 24-25 
AMBLESIDE: Area Youth Conference. 


Finally the petition in its original form was 
accepted by 29 votes to 13. 


PARTICULAR OBJECTIONS 


Apart from our doubts as to whether the 
results of any petition justify the time, money 
and energy spent on it, we felt that there were 
particular objections to the petition in 
question: 


(a) Although it was justified as being a 
unanimous decision of the House of Com- 
mons, the belief that a petition was necessary 
was itself evidence of the little value attached 
to the acceptance of that resolution. 

(b) The resolution called for “ immediate 
initiative,” but the petition will not be pre- 
sented to the House before the closing stages 
of the summer session, 

(c) The petition is designed to secure the 
maximum number of signatures, regardless 
of its contents. The basis of it is mathe- 
matical and not moral. 

(ad) Though we were careful to emphasise 
that we did not expect such a gathering to 
aecept a pacifist petition, the existing form is 
objectionable in some of the phrases used 
and for what it omits, 

(ec) It misses a great opportunity for 
making clear the moral issues involved and 
turning the widespread concern into a 
demand that the British Government should 
give a clear moral lead to other govern- 
inents, It therefore becomes a form of 
escapism which can present little challenge 
to the individuals who sign or to the British 
Government, and can have little effect on the 
world situation. 


THE PACIFIST ANSWER 


The Joint Standing Committee of Pacifist 
Organisations had already issued its own state- 
ment, which the PPU Executive had approved, 
and which is printed elsewhere in Peace News. 
The JSCPO are also issuing a joint leaflet 
and the Campaign Committee has published a 
special PPU leaflet. 

Under the circumstances we feel that we 
have no option but to discourage pacifists 
from taking part in the “ Hydrogen Bomb— 
National Campaign ” and to urge them instead 
to throw all their energies into making clear 
the pacifist answer to the situation by empha- 
sising the moral issue involved and calling 
on all concerned to accept their responsibili- 
ties, not by signing an inadequate petition, 
but by signing the pledge to renounce war. 


SYBIL MORRISON Chairman 
STUART MORRIS _ Gen. Secretary. 


Peace Pledge Union 


Foster-pacifists wanted now 


TINHERE is a constant need of volunteers to 

post on their copies of Peace News. 
Names continue to reach us of interested 
people overseas who cannot subscribe, old age 
pensioners no longer able to afford the paper, 
organisations and libraries who will make 
good use of free copies. 


We shall be pleased to hear from readers 
willing to help in this way. 

In many cases there is special value in 
publication day posting direct from this 
address. We need special subscriptions to pay 
for copies sent to the principal London news- 
papers, to libraries in Great Britain and 
abroad and to numerous important peace 
societics overseas. 

This is a practical way of propagating paci- 
fism. Gift subscriptions of one guinea for a 
year’s supply are urgently required by the 
Subscription Dept. 


Send notices to arrive not later 
than Monday morning. Include: 
Date, TOWN, Time, Place (hall, 
street) ; nature of event ; speakers, 
organisers (and secretary's address) 
—preferably in that order and style, 


TERMS: Cash with order, 3d. per word, 
minimum 2s. 6d. (Box No. 6d. extra). Please 
don’t send stamps in payment, except for odd 


Fighting the H-Bomb 


YYOuR correspondent’s suggestion for direct 
action against the lunacy of the H-bomb 
is sound. 


Mr. Churchill says we cannot dictate to 
America but in the Atomic age this tradi- 
tional diplomacy is unrealistic. As potential 
victims, we in this country must assert our- 
selves. If the government refuses to do this, 
then a challenge on the freedom of the seas 
as outlined by Alec Horsley could be the 
start of mobilising world opinion against these 
unwanted and dangerous experiments. 


If some pacifist MPs and others took action 
of this kind, with the essential publicity, then 
America could be challenged through the 
International Court at the Hague, and a won- 
derful opportunity would be presented to fight 
America’s high-handed action at the highest 
possible level. 


As far as taking the risk is concerned, I cannot think of 
any pacifist who would not gladly help—the big difficulty 
would be getting to the H-bomb area quickly. 


ALBERT THORNTON, 
Eastcroft, nr. Scunthorpe. 


English law and Moral law 


[N the Listener, Feb. 25, 1954, there is an 

article by Lord Justice Denning reviewing 
a book by Dr. Goodhart called “ English Law 
and the Moral Law.” 


The Judge states that Dr. Goodhart’s whole 
thesis is that the law, or at any rate the law 
of England, cannot be separated from morals. 
If people are to feel a sense of obligation to 
the law, then the law must correspond with 
what they consider to be right and just, or at 
least must not be-widely divergent from it. 
In other words it must correspond. as near as 
may be, with the moral law. 


What is the basis, however, of moral law? 
Dr. Goodhart examines the various grounds 
which have been given for it—religion, instinct 
and reason, but eventually he finds that the 
basic premise of the moral law is that “man 
shall love and not hate his neighbour.” 


Dr. Goodhart is, without doubt, so the 
judge writes, one of the greatest academic 
lawyers of our time. He states our case as 
pacifists, for it is quite clear to us that we 
ought not to take part in war because it 
would be breaking the moral law. 


B. J. OVER. 
Bleadon, Weston super Mare. 


The influence of Gen. MacArthur 


JN many issues of Peace News you have 

exposed the influence of President Rhee 
on the unhappy situation in Korea. Your 
article October 16, 1953 was particularly good. 


Is not General MacArthur the most power- 
ful of the “China Lobbyists” whose aim 
it is to re-establish Chiang kai Shek in China ; 
the man who pulls the strings behind the 
American scene? He dominates Rhee. 


MacArthur suddenly came into the news 
again when he held a conference with General 
Eisenhower and impressed upon the General 
the disastrous results the loss of Indo China 
would have on American security. According 
to the Manchester Guardian, Mar. 22, “ this 
interview has given a new sense of urgency 
to American officials, who will spend the next 
few days reviewing the problem in Indo China 
with General Ely, the Chief of Staff of the 
French armed forces.” 


Let us recall a meeting between General 
MacArthur and President Truman early in 
1950, before the Korean War broke out. 
General MacArthur so impressed President 
Truman that unless America had a military 
base in Korea the danger to America would 
be brought thousands of miles nearer the 


OFFERED 


Thursday, May 6 pence. Maximum length 60 words. Address] prochure ready. Special terms 


Brathay Hail. Clifford H. Macquire, “ Peace] Church, Duke St., Oxford St. (nr. Bond St.| Rd., N.4. 


and the Atomic Age."* FoR. Tube). Peace News Musical Evening. Eric 


LONDON, W.C.1: Commencing 2 p.m-.:] Rees (baritone), Kenneth Lyon (violin), John) before publication. 


Mary Ward Hall, Tavistock Place. AGM of] Moore Bridger (pianoforte). 
Admission free. Peace News. 


Wednesday, May 12 


Peace Pledge Union. PPU. 
Sunday, April 25 
BELFAST: 3.30 p.m.: Friends Mtg. Ho., 
Frederick St. Victor Yates, MP, *‘* World 


Peace and the American Scene.” SoF, FoR.| St. AGM of Anglican Pacifist Fellowship. Tea 
BIRMINGHAM: 7 p.m.; Bull St. Friends} 6 p.m. API. 


Thursday—Friday, May 15-16 
POOLEY BRIDGE: Waterfoot Guest Ho., 


Mtg. Ho. ‘ Raising Standards of Living in 
all Countries." Speakers from B'ham Trades 
Cnel., CFWG and WILPF. B'ham Peace 
Council. 


MANCHESTER: I-2 p.m.; Deansgate Blitz 
Site. Christian pacifist open-air mtg. Local 
Methodist ministers and others. MPF. 

RICHMOND : 8 p.m.; Vernon Hall, Vernon} Nigeria.” 
Rd., E. Sheen. John Banks, ‘‘ The Third 
Camp.”"" PPU. 


Wednesday, April 28 pard Ho.. 


Pooley Bridge. 
Tuesday, April 27 School. Stuart Morris, Neutrality. 


Refreshments. 


Monday, May 17 


SHEFFIELD: 7.30  p.m.; Church  Ho.} for Prevention of War. 
G. Andom, ‘ Social and Political Problems of 


Tuesday, May 25 


6 Endsleigh St. John Barclay, 


LONDON, N.4: 7 p.m.; Pacifist. Youth] «yay Plowman as I knew him.” PPU. nr. Bond St. Tube. 


Action Group mig. 3 Blackstock Rd., Finsbury 
NOTTINGHAM: 1.15 p.m.:; Open-air mtg. 
Old Market Sq Rev. Donald Pipe and ethers. 


Thursday, April 29 

BROADSTAIRS: 7.30) p.m.; Gymnasium 
Hall, Piermont. Minnie Pallister, “‘ Any 
Questions ?°** FoR. 

LONDON, W.C.12: 1.15-1.45 p.m.; Church 
of St. George the Martyr, Queen St. Weekly 
junch-hour Service of Intercession for World 
Peace. Conducted by clergy and laymen of 
different. denominations. 

LONDON, W.C.2: 12.30 p.m.; Lincoln's Inn 
Fields. Open-air mtg. Sybil Morrison. PPU. 
Friday, April 30 
LONDON, W.C.1: 7.30 p.m.; 6 Endsleigh 

St. Open Night. Central London PPU. 


LONDON, N.10: 8 p.m.; Friends Mtg. 
FoR, PPU. Ho., Muswell Hill. Fenner Brockway, MP,| Ethelm Ho., nr. Old Vie. Soctal/Dance 3s. 


and James Avery Joyce. LPF. Holiday Friendship Service London Group. 


Friday, May 28 MA, B.Litt. 


LONDON : Friday, 


PEACE NEWS 


by POST or from a NEWSAGENT 


Postal Subscription Rates 


Great Britaln and Abroad (Sea Mall) : 
Twelve wks. 5s.; 24 wks, 10s.; One yr. 21s. 


TRIAL SUBSCRIPTION FOR NEW 


READERS: 


LATEST TIME for copy: Monday morning 


MEETINGS 


China Friendship Assoc. 


HYDROGEN BOMB. Public Mtg., Friends WEL 6036 
Lakeland Area PPU Weekend| Ho., Euston Rd. Wednesday, April 28, 7.30 
p.m. (Doors open 7). 
Dr. Alex Comfort. Admission free. Organised | Only hope for peace. Wonderful book free. N.4 
by Science for Peace and Medical Association | Meziddo Mission, Dept, 7, Rochester, NY, a 


Gospel of Peace. Rev. 
April 23, 7.30 p.m.: 


TO YOUR NEWSAGENT 
Please deliver PEACE NEWS 


Saturday, May 1 

HASTINGS: 5.15 p.m.; Friends Mig. Ho., 
South Pk. Brains Trust: Minnie Pallister, 
Stuart Morris, Dr. A. Tucker, Bring-and-Buy 
Stall. Tea 4.30 p.m. South-East Area Peace 
Pledge Union. 

LONDON, W.CA!: 3 p.m.; Friends [nter- 
national Centre, 32 Taxistock Sq. Speaker 
from the Soi] Assoc. PPU Social Order 
Commission, 


Sunday, May 2 
LONDON, W.11: 3.30 p.m.; Studio, 29 
Addison Ave, (nr, Holland Pk. Stn.). Pacifist 
Universalist Service Swami Avyaktananda, 
** Communion, Communism and Peace.’’ PPU 


Home or Abroad : 2s. 6d. for nine weeks 
AIR MAIL SUBSCRIPTION RATES 


Indla, Africa, Near East: 
Twelve wks. 8s.; 24 wks. 16s.; One yr. 34s. Name 


Australia, New Zealand and Far East: 


LONDON, W.1: 6.30 p.m.: Weigh Ho,] for Box No. replies: Peace News, 3 Blackstock | Write §. Stoner, Phone 421. 


HOMELY ACCOMMODATION 
good food to visitors and permanent guests. 
Shayler, 27 


CANonbury 1340. I. and H. 
Hamilton Park, N.5. 


PERSONAL 


ACCOMMODATION WANTED AND 


AGM DELEGATE recommends Shayler for 

“AT A PEKING UNIVERSITY during the | board or bed and breakfast. 
Tevolution.”* Lecture by Mrs, Nancy Lapwood. 
LONDON, W.C.1: 6.30 p.m.; 29 Gt. James! Chairman, Prof. Kathleen Lonsdale, FRS. 
7.30 p.m., April 28, at 45 Russell Sq., W.C.1. 
Admission 1s. Arts & Sciences Cttee., Britain- 


vious policy of non-interference in Korea, 
Formosa and in the Chinese Civil War. 


The new policy in Indo-China just 
announced by Foster Dulles seems to be due 
to the powerful influence of General 
MacArthur and his supporters. 


Is the whole of South East Asia, and _per- 
haps later the whole world, to be engaged in 
a bitter war, so that the ring of bases on 
which General MacArthur and his adherents 
have set their hearts can be completed? 


Let Britain and other members of UN refuse 
to support this new ultimatum which Mr. 
Dulles has given to China. 


L. BOLT. 
Lathkill, 18 Irlam Rd.. 
Sale, Manchester. 


Write te the U.S. Press 


A short while ago a letter appeared in your 
= columns recommending that peace 
workers should become press monitors. With 
the H-tests taking place nearly every week 
it is now more than ever essential that every 
pacifist should do his utmost in the cause of 
peace. 


One way is to let others know your point 
of view and try to show them where they are 
going wrong. This applies especially to the 
USA, and there is an urgent need for letters 
to the US Press. Members of peace groups 
there could monitor the letters, and let the 
sender know whether they have been printed. 
and with what result. 

There is no time to lose; we must do all 
we can to save the world from its insanity. 


GODFREY COX. 


81 High St., Alfreton, 
Derbys. 


From Vietnana 


WeE do realise that Peace News is a pacific 
instrument of first rate, which is likely 
to gain a large perusal amongst our Viet- 
Namese people. To begin, we wish to sub- 
scribe for one copy of the Air Express 
edition. Meanwhile we shall recommend your 
paper to our members. 
With our wishes for its wide extent over 
the world. 


NGUYEN-HUU. 
Vietnamese Branch, 
World Movement for World Federal Govt. 
42 Rue de Chanvre, Hanoi, 
North Vietnam. 


Independant States 


M R. Gerald Bate (PN March 26) evidently 
$ disapproves of my debiting international 
war to the system of nominally independent 
States or nations, and he tells us that fighting 
results from “our lusts.” It is disappointing 
to find a reader of PN still confusing personal 
quarrels with the wars let loose by national 
governments; the individual and the State 
(or nation) are two entirely different proposi- 
tions, and consequently require different 
remedies for their maladies. 


JOHN NIBB. 
BM/JONIB, W.C.I. 


GRASMERE 


In the heart of the Lake District. Rothay Bank 
for invigorating, refreshing holidays, easy walks or 
mountain climbs Modern amenities, first-ciass veg, diet. 


Open all the year round. Write: Isabel James Tel: 134 


Why not spend your Spring or Summer Holiday 
in the Lake District? 

Highfield Vegetarian Guest House, [he Heads, Keswick, 
Among Beautiful Lake and Mountain Scenery. Offers 
Good Food, Comfort, Friendly Atmosphere. 

Ann Horner. Tel.: Keswick 508. Y.C.A. Member. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


GENERAL SECRETARY required from 
August | by British Branch of International 
Wark Camp Organisation. Salary £450-£500. 


FRESHWATER BAY, IoW, Dimbola. 1954 ide eae j Pen 
April/May. Wide scope in interesting work. Applications 


to Chairman, International Voluntary Service 
for Peace, 19 Pembridge Villas, Landon, W.1}, 
and jolly} by May 1. 


FOR SALE 
HOUSMANS STATIONERY DEPT. offer 
plain postcards, 2s. 6d. 100; 6 x 3} envelopes, 


white 16s. 6d. 1,000 box, manilla 10s. 9d. 1,000 
box ; white bank paper, 10 x 8 in., 7s. 6d. 500 


CHRISTIANITY, Fears about death, atomic} sheets ; Newswrappers, 10 x § in., 15s. 1,000, 


*s Boo oc senile. Are they comic, or tragic, or . . ?] Is. 9d. 10; plain economy labels, 4) x 33 in., 
and. People's ks: For free, friendly appointment ring Cundy,] 13s. 6d. 1,000, Is. 6d. 100. A post free. 


Prof C, F. Powell, 


USA. 


. {INTERNATIONAL CLUB, Bath. Every 
PPU. fuesday. 7.30 p.m. 


NATURE CURE Health Centre. 


Help Peace News Fund by ordering your busi- 


ELIJAH COMING before Christ. World's] ess, group and private stationery requirements 


from HOUSMANS, 3 Blackstock Rd.. London, 


Blunham HOLIDAYS 


Royal Literary and| House, Bedfordshire. Apply to the Secretary 


Scientific Institute. 18 Queen Square, Bath. | for particulars. 


LONDON, W.C.12 7.30 p.m.; Dick Shep-| All welcome. 


ERS’ ional 
KING'S WEIGH House Church, Duke st..| 7° RESISTERS' Internationa 


gifts of foreign stamps and undamaged air 
Sunday at 7 p.m. The| mail covers. Please send to WRI, 
Claud M. Coltman, | House, 88 Park Ave., Bush Hill Park, Enfield, 


Middlesex. 


BROOK LINN Vegetarian Guest’ Ho., 
wetcomes Callander, Perthshire, for lovely mountain 
scenery. Now booking for season, Telephone 
Callander 103. 


BRYN TANAT. Comfortable country house 
in Welsh border area, 7 miles from Oswestry, 


Lansbury 


LITERATURE 


Belmont, Mass. 


H & C and radiators most bedrooms, comfort- 
able beds. Good library, radio/television 


AMERICAN READERS. Save up to 70% | available. Three lounges. Vegetarian catering 
on timely books. Send for latest list of book | Only. Mrs. Highfield, WLlansantffraid, Mont., 
specials. Wellington's Bookshop, 346 Concord, | Wales. 


CARDIGAN BAY. Sea and = nsountains, 


FOR YOUR MEETING. Don't forget that| children welcome, wheleseme feod, 5 gna. 
Housmans can supply all your 


literature | weekly, Furnished holiday flat also available. 


requirements and quantities of Peace News. | Detaiis—Trevor and Mary Jepson, Bracken- 


N.19, ARC 1765, Ext. 1. 


SITUATIONS AND WORK WANTED 


FIRST-CLASS duplicating /typing. Mabel! Eulalia 
Sean ata ctl Renee Pee EEE Ee tid Eyles Secretariat Service, 395 Hornsey Rd.,| Penrith, Cumberland. 


PLEASE HAND THIS Send a postcard to Housmans Bookshop | hurst, Fairbourne, Merioneth. 
{Peace News), 3 Blackstock Rd., London, N.4. 

QUAKERISM. Information and 
respons the Faith and Practice of the Reli- 
gious ciety of Friends, free on application 
to me weekly to the Friends' Home Service Committee, 
Friends’ House, Euston Rd., London. 


j COTSWOLD HILLS. The Yew Trees. 
literature | Cockleford, Cowley, Cheltenham, Excellent 
centre. good food, ISs. 6d. daily, £4 15s. 
weckly. Brochure from Lilla Tansley, 
EASTERN LAKES. Remote Tudor home- 
stead amid mountains and becks for strenuous 
or restful) holidays. Very comfortable; log 
fires; all diets. Joe Rowley and Robert & 
Horniman, Stanegarth, Bampton, 


GALWAY. Centre for Connemara and Aran 


Twelve wks. 9s.; 24 wks. 188.; Ome yf. 388. Address... ccccccceeeccceeteeesceeteesseteteetenesenaes SITUATIONS VACANT Islands, Be binet golf, pane Select’ accom - 

AIR EXPRESS EDITION IF YOU WANT TO HELP PEACE you| ™Odation. Excellent cooking. 5} ans. weekly. 
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Page Six 


The other weapon test 


Britain’s germ-war trials 


N the Thursday that the House rose for the Easter Recess we had a lively little 
interlude at question time about the trials in bacterioligical warfare that the 
British Government is proposing to carry out in waters off the Bahamas. 


This is one subject that Ministers do not 
like to be questioned about. 


For years it has been impossible to get out 
of the Ministry of Supply any information 
about the research station at Porton. 


I have been refused information as to what 
these activities are costing the nation and the 
number of scientists and workers who are 
employed there. The Minister has even refused 
to give any information as to what animals 
have been experimented with on the grounds 
that to give it would not be in the public 
interest. 


Secret 


When a Ministry takes up this attitude I 
usually suspect that it is trying to hide some 
dirty little secret which the Government does 
not wish to disclose not so much because it 
fears that the enemy will get to know about it, 
but because those responsible do not want the 
British public to know what is being done with 
the money. 


But recently somebody in the Ministry of 
Supply lifted the curtain a little and disclosed 
that trials with bacteriological weapons were 
to take place in Bahamian waters, The military 
correspondent of the Times indulged in some 
discreet speculations, but on the whole the 
British Press kept silent. 


The foreign press, however, was not so 
reticent. The Paris paper Le Monde came 
out with a two column report of these activi- 
ties on its front page, which I have already 
quoted in Peace News. 


Then I succeeded in getting a little more 
information from the Admiralty during the 
debate on the Naval Estimates. 


There had been experiments on ships off the 
West Coast of Scotland, and more vessels were 
going to be employcd in the activities near the 
Bahamas. 


Then a question to the Foreign Office 
brought out the fact that two representatives 
from the United States were to be invited and 
I am now waiting to ask questions as to 
whether other countries in NATO are to have 
that privilege and whether representatives of 
the World Health Organisation are to be 
invited, 


Meantime it has been disclosed that the 
Government of Cuba has been making 
enquiries. Cuba appears to be the country 
nearest to the spot where the experiments are 
to take place. The Dominican Republic, so 
Mr. Nutting revealed, has also been making 
enquiries. 


Report 


Here is the report from Hansard of questions 
and answers in the Commons on April 15: 


Mr. Hughes: Will the Minister explain 
why defensive activities of this kind are 
necessary in the Bahaman waters? Is he 
aware that there appeared in the French 
newspaper Le Monde, and several other 
newspapers, a statement that these are 
exercises in which we propose to experiment 
with methods of warfare involving the 
spreading of typhus and plague and othe: 
infectious diseases among the civil popula- 
tion of the world? Does not the Minister 
think that this is a particularly execrable 
form of international warfare in the 
relinquishment of which this country might 
give a tead at this time? 


Mr. Nutting: That has nothing to do 
with the Question on the Paper, which asked 
what representations were made by Cuba and 
what reply was sent to those representations. 
I have given an answer to that Question but. 
as the hon. Gentleman knows perfectly well, 
all these exercises are for purely defensive 
purposes. 


Mr. Noel-Baker: In view of the anxiety 
of the Cuban Government, and, no doubt, 
other Governments, can the Under-Secretary 
assure us that it is the intention of Her 
Majesty’s Government, as part of the plans 
which we are to lay before the Disarmament 
Commission of United Nations, to put for- 
ward proposals for the total abolition of 
bacteriological warfare, and controls that 
will make that abolition effective? 

Mr. Nutting: That is a very much wider 
question than the one on the Paper. So far 
as representations from other Governments 
are concerned, we have only had representa- 
tions from the Dominican Government about 
the exercise. 

Mr. Noel-Baker: Surely the hon. Gentle- 
man can tell us that this is a part of the 
settled policy of the Government. 

Mr. Nutting: The right hon. Gentleman 
knows that the settled policy of the Govern- 
ment is to get an all-round, balanced and 
properly supervised system of disarmament. 
Bacteriological weapons will, of course, 
figure in that all-round system. 

Mr. S. Silverman: Does the hon. Gentle- 
man leave out of account altogether the fact 
that for many years there has been a Geneva 
Convention, to which this country is a party, 
against this type of warfare, and that there 
has been, so far as anyone knows, no breach 
of that Convention—at least by anybody 
who ever ratified it—in 20 or 30 years? In 
view of that, would the Under-Secretary say 
what purposes are to be served by these 
experiments, bearing in mind that, while 
everybody accepts his statement that they are 
purely defensive, that statement is made by 
every country in the world about every type 
of armament it grnloys 

Mr. Nutting: I do not leave out of 
account the factors to which the hon. Gentle- 


man has drawn attention, but we cannot 
leave out of account either the possibility 
that some country, some aggressor, might 
resort 


Mr. Silverman: Only America. 

Mr. Nutting: The hon. Gentleman says, 
“Only America.” In that case, he is a com- 
plete and utter dupe of Communist propa- 
ganda regarding the war in Korea. 

Mr. Silverman: No. 

Mr. Nutting: I have said that we cannot 
leave out of account the possibility that 
some aggressor might start this hideous form 
of warfare first. It is, therefore, the respon- 
sibility of the Government to see that the 
necessary defensive precautions and exercises 
are taken to guard against such an 
eventuality. 

Mr. Silverman: Will the hon. Gentleman 
bear in mind that I am not the dupe of 
anybody’s propaganda? My reference to the 
United States of America was only a refe- 
rence to the plain, admitted fact that of all 
the countries in the world the United States 
of America is one of the only two which, 
so far, have not ratified that Geneva Con- 
vention? 


Danger 


Now, there are several interesting points 
which arise out of these questions. 


If these operations are to be carried out for 
purely defensive purposes why should it be 
necessary to go so far away from the British 
shores? 

One can quite understand somebody in Cuba 
wondering why the sea near Cuba should be 
chosen as the scene of experiments. 

Why should they not take place off the Isle 
of Wight if there is no danger involved? 
Surely we are not going to go into a war to 
defend Cuba or the Republic of Dominica? 

One explanation I have heard is that it is 
necessary for the experiments to be conducted 
in a warm climate. 

Then surely they are not being conducted for 
the purpose of defending us. Can it be that 
they are being conducted to discover the effect 
bacteria may have on people living in a warm 
climate? 

The suggestion in Mr, Noel-Baker’s question 
was that they are necessary because Russia has 
offensive-defensive bacteriological weapons. 

But Russia did not use them in a war against 
Germany even when the Hitler armies were on 
Russian territory. Neither has any allegation 
been made that the Chinese used germ warfare 
in Korea. 

Again, if we are to be H-bombed and wiped 
out in that way germ warfare will surely be 
unnecessary. 


Sanitation 


Again The Times military correspondent 
argued that germ warfare would not be so 
dangerous in the cities of the West where 
there is sanitation but in the places where 
sanitation is not so good. 

Are we then preparing for defensive offen- 
sive warfare against the crowded cities of 
China which can be bombarded from the sea? 

These are questions that should be answered. 

But the most important question that arises 
is why Britain should be carrying out these 
experiments now when we are in so much 
danger ourselves from atom and H-bombs. 

If we are to be the bacteriological base as 
well as the atom bomb base is that not a 
further reason why the potential enemy will 
have an incentive to wipe us out? 

Why at this moment of fear and tension in 
the world, when there is so much demand for 
banning weapons of mass destruction should 
the British Government, whose spokesmen are 
declaring that they are in favour of disarma- 
ment, be carrying on trials which Le Monde 
has asserted are for the purpose of discovering 
new ways of spreading fearful epidemics in the 
world? 

Ought not the public opinion that has been 
roused over the H-bomb to be concerned with 
banning this diabolical form of war too? 


INDO-CHINA 


@ from page one 


——these horrors will be remembered for genera- 
tions to come. 

Factors which make a restoration of French 
colonialism or significant support for a French 
puppet government almost impossible are: 

1.The newly won independence of India, 
Pakistan, Burma, Ceylon and Indonesia. 

2. The power and prestige of Mao’s China. 

3. The tes pagal controls which decide, 
as for thousands of years past, local com- 
munications by sea and land. 

4. The fact that Chinese culture is greatly 
admired and that the Chinese language is still 
used in official documents of the Court of 
Annam (Bao Dai’s). 

It is months since French leaders’ have 
thought in terms of military victory. From 
the middle of March this year the acts of 
sabotage have been so serious and widespread 
and the attacks on Dien Bien Phu so intense 
and sustained that French losses are driving 
them to desire a cease-fire. 

The repercussions following a_ negotiated 
agreement in Indo-China would be under- 
standably great. But World War III is the 
alternative. The hydrogen bomb tests have 
warned the world. A settlement should be ener- 
getically and immediately sought. The horrible 
sacrifice of young lives at Dien Bien Phu 
should cease forthwith. 


PEACE NEWS 
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SYBIL MORRISON 


The End and the Means 


Man’s wickedness, of which war is one expression, is almost as old as man him- 


self. We hope for a change of heart. 


Until it comes, however, wickedness must 


be restrained by such means as are available to us. Among these, regrettably, are 
force and the threat of force. A man convinced that his cause is right should not 
in the face of a ruthless enemy throw away any one of the weapons which may help it 


to prevail ... Rather should he pray for 


wisdom and charity to use his weapons 


aright and to ensure that the means do not corrupt the end. 
—Daily Telegraph, Easter Monday, 1954. 


MAKE no apology for writing once again about the H-bomb, especially as the 


heads of churches, including the Pope, 
ignore in their Easter sermons. 


Yet there is nothing new in it. As long 
ago as 1950 “Vicky” drew a cartoon for the 
News Chronicle, which was subsequently used 
as a leaflet by the PPU, that showed the 
“progress” of military weapons from the 
knotted clubs of the cave-men, to the final 
human-race suicide of the H-bomb. 


That was four years ago; it, was known 
then that scientific research had made the 
H-bomb possible, but apart from a very small 
minority, no one seemed to care very much ; 
it has certainly not becn apparent that people 
were particularly apprehensive, lct alone 
morally shocked. 


Indeed, it seems unlikely if the experiments 
in the Pacific had not had the unforeseen 
misfortune to affect some fishermen far outside 
the range of calculated danger, that any gen- 
eral protest would have arisen at all. If the 
experiments had not resulted in a mishap to 
human beings, would there in fact have been 
any more protest than was made when the 
British experiment on Monte Bello “ vapour- 
ised” a whole iron and steel warship? 


The horror of the bomb, which most 


Seven hundred thousand 
influential Americans 
by the Editor 


TTS NEWS and World Report is read, we 

are informed, by more than 700,000 
influential Americans in Government, in busi- 
ness, in the professions and in the press and 
radio. On Monday of last week it took nearly 
a half page of advertisement space in the 
London Times and more than a half page of 
the Paris edition of the New York Herald 
Tribune to reprint an Editorial article written 
by its Editor-in-Chief, Mr. David Lawrence. 


These expensive advertisements, which may 
have appeared in other European newspapers, 
can hardly have been inserted in the expecta- 
tion that they are going to pay for them- 
selves. It is evident that they are intended 
to inform Europeans of the kind of opinion, 
represented by “700,000 influential Americans,” 
that is behind the approach of Mr. Dulles to 
the Geneva meeting and his preliminary visit 
to Europe. 


Let Europe worry 


“This” says the article “is a particular 
crisis for the United States. It could be a 
turning point that might bring back isola- 
tionism in America.” America “ believes in 
collective security, but this means faithful, not 
faithless allies.” 


It does not want to be “left in the lurch 
by irresolute allics unwilling to stand firm 
when the chips are down. If it isn’t im- 
portant to keep all of Asia—and particularly 
the rubber and tin areas—from falling into the 
hands of the Communists then Americans gen- 
erally will begin to feel that they had better 
concentrate on continental defence here and 
let Europe worry along as best she can.” 


Now we do not like Communism; on the 
other’ hand, we do not regard everything that 
Mr. McCarthy and Mr. Lawrence dislike as 
Communism. In any case we do not hold that 
we have a right to interfere wherever the 
peoples of any country decide that Com- 
munism is what they are going to have: and 
particularly we have no desire to interfere 
when what they decide they are going to have 
is something that the Americans for whom Mr. 
Lawrence speaks feel they would do well to 
call Communism. 


We do not like the Capitalism of Mr. 
Lawrence’s influential Americans, but we do 
not feel that our dislike gives us a right to 
interfere. 


British disagreement 


The situation in Indo-China is an example 
of what Mr. Lawrence and his wing of the 
Republican Party mean by “ aggression.” He 
speaks of “Communist aggression in Indo- 
China.” Now there is no more Communist 
aggression in Indo-China than 
American Capitalist aggression. 

The Chinese Communists have given a great 
deal of help to one side in the Indo-Chinese 
conflict in order to secure that the form of 
society to be established there shall be one of 
which they approve, while the Americans have 
given a great deal of help to the other side in 
order to get a form of society of which they 
can approve. If this constitutes a Chinese 
Communist aggression it equally constitutes an 
American Capitalist aggression, the extent of 
the Capitalist aggression being much greater 
than that of the Communists and at least as 
harmful. 

The British People are not in agreement 
with American policy in Asia. They are not 
American allies in the pursuance of that 
policy. We believe that the American attitude 
to China has been responsible for a great deal 
of harm. It threatens to become more instead 
of less harmful and may be consummated in 
World War III. It is time that this disagree- 
ment was very firmly expressed. That it might 
“bring back isolationism to America” is too 
much to hope. It would however set us apart 
from the excesses that certain big business 
interests in America are prepared to contem- 
plate. 


there is 


have found in it a topic they could not 


people knew long ago was in the process of 


being brought to the point of experimenta- 
tion, has suddenly assailed leaders of Church 
and State more from fear, it would seem, 
than from any awakening of conscience. The 
Daily Telegraph leader, from which I have 
quoted, puts brutally and framkly what is 
wrapped up in alli their fine phrases. 


The Archbishop of Canterbury called for 
a new start and said this was another word 
for “repentance.” In this statement there 
seemed to lie some hope for a call to aban- 
don the evil thing, since if repentance means 
anything at all, it must surely mean a refusal 
to condone the wrong and a decision to re- 
nounce it. 


But this hope was transitory; it was killed 
by His Grace’s further declaration that “to 
abolish the bomb you must agree with others. 
and others with you, to lower all threats and 
barriers.” In other words it is well to do what 
is right only when others will also agree to 
do what is right. 


The Pope declared that “the Holy See 
would endeavour tirelessly to bring about 
international agreement for the proscription 
of atomic, bacteriological and chemical war- 
fare, always in subordination to the prin- 
ciples of legitimate defence.” (Italics are mine). 


* 


The Archbishop of York refused to believe 
that the use of the bomb was inevitable, and 
declared that man must not be allowed to 
commit this crime against God’s world. But 
he did not suggest how the crime was to be 
prevented ,nor demand what every citizen has 
the ‘Yight to require from his Government, 
an immediate decision to refuse its sanction 
to the use of these methods. 


Unfortunately, a group of Members of 
Parliament, who had held out some hope 
that they would be willing to give a lead in 
demanding this refusal, have supinely collapsed 
before the rigours of Party discipline, and a 
petition to be launched at an Albert Hall 
meeting will have in it nothing more than a 
request for a three power top level meeting 
already unanimously agreed to by all parties 
in the House of Commons. 


Before this article appears in print another 
experimental bomb may have been exploded. 
It is little short of blasphemy to pray to 
God for the wisdom and charity to use this 
weapon rightly when its very existence denies 
the whole conception of Godly love and 
charity. 

It is puerile to seek through prayer a way 
of avoiding the consequences of using corrupt 
means. The end will be corrupt if the means 
used are corrupt, and there is no escape from 
that terrible truth. There is only one way to 
achieve a good and peaceful end, and that is 
the use of good and peaceful means. No other 
way will do. 


SSJUUTUUUFEOUOCUESEUEOTERAUOUGMECEOUEUeecnA Teese 
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Institute 


MAKING SUMMER PLANS? 


Attend the 2nd AVON INSTITUTE : 
“Quaker Approach to Contemporary 
Affairs.” Avon, Conn. June 13-20, 1954. 


Quaker Leaders: Harrop Freeman, A. 
J. Muste, Clarence Pickett, Alexander 


Purdy, Ira Reid. Overseas Guests: 
Claude Bourdet, Editor L’Observateur : 
B. K. Gupta, Representative Praja 


Socialist Party of India in US; others. 


Round tables with Quaker leaders. 
16th-century setting of Avon Old Farms. 
Good food, recreation. Cost for 7 full 
days: $49.50. 


Send now for descriptive booklet and 
registration blank to: Russell Johnson, 
American Friends Service Committee, 

130 Brattle St, Cambridge 38, Mass. 
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YOUTH 
HOLIDAY CONFERENCE 
August, 1954 


at THE MOUNT, HAVERHILL, SUFFOLK 
(2Ist to 28th August) 


Send for illustrated brochures and 
pass them on to young people 
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